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Fall Luncheon
September 19
Eugene Hilton
11:15 Buffet
$16 for lunch
$5 beverage only
Tip is included
12:15 Free program
Free parking
Reservations
Required by
September 12
Reserve at
League Office
(541-343-7917) or
league@lwvlc.org

Our fall luncheon this
year will feature Oregon
State Treasurer Ted
Wheeler. His topic will be
"Building Oregon's
Future." The event is
scheduled for September
19 and will be held once
again at the Eugene
Hilton. The lunch buffet
begins at 11:15 a.m.
Wheeler will speak at
12:15 p.m.

This is a special event. We
want to attract and interest community members
in joining the League. We
urge you all to invite a
guest, whose meal will be
paid for by the League, to
accompany you to the
luncheon. Each table will
have a hostess to assist
you in welcoming your
guest and offering information about the League.

Reservations are VERY
important. We need to
know who is attending
by September 12. Please
call the League office at
541-343-7917 or online
league@lwvlc.org
We hope to see all of you
there to help us make
this the best fall luncheon ever.

ANNE BEST

OUR SPEAKER - TED WHEELER
Ted Wheeler is Oregon's
28th State Treasurer and
a sixth-generation Oregonian. His family has deep
Oregon roots - the town
of Wheeler on the Oregon
Coast is named after
his great-grandfather.
A Democrat, Wheeler was
appointed treasurer in
March 2010 on the death
of his predecessor, then
elected in November
2010 and reelected in
2012. He served as
chairman and chief
executive officer of
Multnomah County from
2007 to 2010. As treasurer, he is the chief finan-

cial officer for the state
and responsible for the
financial management of
billions of taxpayer dollars. He is the state's
chief investment officer
and has the duty of investing the monies of
numerous funds such as
the Public Employees
Retirement Fund, the
State Accident Insurance
Fund and the Common
School Fund. Along with
the governor and secretary of state, he is a
member of the State
Land Board, which manages state trust lands for
the benefit of the
Common School Fund.
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UNITS - Charlcie Kaylor, Chair
LWV of Lane County
Board & Off Board
Roster 2013-14
Co-Presidents
MIRIAM AIKEN &
SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN
Vice President
MARY KEATING
Secretary
MARJ MAXWELL
Treasurer
PHYLLIS LOOBEY
Action
KAPPY EATON &
PAT HOCKEN
Argus Editor
CHARLCIE KAYLOR
Finance
JANET CALVERT
Historian
GAYLE DOWNING
Membership
ANNE BEST &
KATHY MERWIN-GONZALES

Many feel units are
the best part of our
League. These
small groups engender camaraderie and good discussions. Units are
where one can acquire information,
listen and change
opinions - yours or
another’s (to quote
Fran Boehner).
No units this
month but following is a list of units
information. You
are welcome to
visit each to find
your fit or start
another.

Wednesday

10 am - South Willamette
90 Westbrook Way
(Block beyond 46th)
H: Barbara Greenley 684-9127
C: Anne Best
343-5124

2:30 pm - Cottage
Grove/Creswell
Creswell Library or
Cottage Grove LCC Campus
H: Gayle Downing
942-1858
C: Dian Missar
942-7676

2 pm - Harlow Road
394 Cherry Drive
H: Barbara French
485-9090
C: Mary Keating
344-4889

4 pm - S.W. Eugene
2365 West 23rd Ave.
H: Pat McDaniels
343-4728
C: Sally Weston
484-4404

Tuesday
9:30 am - Coburg Road
2135 Rocky Lane
H: Dorothy Cruickshank
342-2577
C: Rhonda Livesay 228-4373

Friday

Wednesday

ALL WEEK - On line

10 am - East Eugene
555 E. 15th,
Central Presbyterian
H: Stephanie Winsor 42-8243
C: Diana Grandberry 342-8402

In pajamas - at midnight?

9:30 am - Cascade Manor
Cascade View Rm, 65 W. 30th
C: Lorraine Abbott
434-4107
Frank Carlton
434-4140

Contact Charlcie 541-686-0124
charlcie@efn.org

SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR AGRICULTURE FIELD TRIP
by Lois Taylor

Public Relations
FRAN BOEHNER &
RHONDA LIVESAY

Our Benton County
field trip will be

Units
CHARLCIE KAYLOR

Wednesday,
October 23. RSVP

Voters Service
ELLEN MADDEX

Monday

early so we know
you’re going and do
get it on your calendar.
Since our study focus
this year will be local
agriculture, we’re planning a trip to two outstanding agricultural
sites.
We’ll be traveling on an
Experience Oregon
bus, paid for with Education Fund monies.
The bus can accommodate people using
walkers but unfortunately cannot manage
wheelchairs.

We will stop first near
Corvallis to tour a seed
bank, the National
Clonal Germplasm Repository. It is a repository for seeds that
could one day be critically important in preserving the genetic diversity of plants. There
are also laboratories,
greenhouses, and
fields for studying disease resistance and
crop variations, and for
developing strains of
crops. It is a federally
funded facility, and the
staff is glad to publicize the important
work happening there.
The second stop will be
a large organic farm,
the Gathering Together

Farm near Philomath,
for lunch and a tour.
Lunch (for $15) will be
prepared by the farm’s
own chef from farm
produce. (But you’re
welcome instead to
bring a brown bag.)
The tour will show us
large greenhouses,
fields, and harvesting
and shipping procedures. The farm’s produce is shipped to restaurants and farmers’
markets from Portland
to Eugene.
We’ll get more details
later as the date gets
closer, but do RSVP to
save your seat on the
bus. Send to susantavakolian@yahoo.com
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AGRICULTURAL ISSUES FOCUS FOR
UNIT MEETINGS
BY Miriam Aiken & Susan Tavakolian, Co-Presidents
In the coming year
LWVUS and Lane
County unit meetings
(group discussions) will
focus on national and
local agricultural issues. Specifically the
national issues have
been defined on the
LWVUS website as follows:

National Clonal
Germplasm Repository
http://
www.ars.usda.gov/
main/site_main.htm?
modecode=53-58-15-00

“1) Current technology
issues in agriculture
including genetically
modified organisms
(GMOs), herbicides,
pesticides, agriculture
water pollution, aquifer
depletion, antibiotics
in livestock, and accurate food labeling; and
2) Current agriculture
finance issues including consolidation in
agriculture industries,
crop subsidies and the
federal agricultural
regulatory process."

The national study is
chaired by Norman
Turrill, a Portland
League member and
member of the national
board. Committee
member Marnie Lonsdale, also a Portland
League member,
suggests that local
Leagues might investigate agricultural issues
in Oregon since some
practices in our state
differ significantly from
other areas of the
country. To kick off the
study, the board is
planning a field trip on
October 23 to visit the
National Clonal Germplasm Repository, a
federal seed bank. See
page 2 for more information. Stay tuned for
sign up information in
the next Argus.

report to LWVUS headquarters. Since the
scope of the national
agricultural study will
cover a number of
complicated topics, we
anticipate that we will
need two unit meetings
to cover the topics adequately.

LWVLC will study materials on agriculture received from the national office in February and March of 2014,
and in April send the
Lane County consensus

If you are interested in
working with the local
study group, please
contact Mary Keating,
Susan Tavakolian, or
Miriam Aiken.

In addition, to supplement the national
study, we will examine
specific Oregon agricultural issues in three
of the monthly unit
meetings. In October,
groups will discuss
personal experiences
with agriculture; in November, the topic will
be Aspects of Lane
County Agriculture;
and, in December,
Land Use and Agriculture Conflicts.

Agriculture Committee: We are looking for
someone to chair the Agriculture Committee
for this year.
This involves setting up meetings and overseeing the
Everymember materials each month.
Interested League members may contact Mary Keating
at (541)344-4889 or e-mail: kmyrnalouise@aol.com.
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LOCAL ACTION The League's observers
continue to learn more
about the functioning of
Lane County Government
by attending the meetings
of the Board of County
Commissioners (BCC).
However, more volunteers
are needed to expand the
program to observe more
local governments and to
cover more BCC meetings.

Action Meeting
September 4,
9:30 a.m.
175 S. Garden Way
All are welcome to
attend the presentation
on zoning
re-designation by
Heather O’Donnell from
the City of Eugene

Any League member can
become an observer. For
more information, please
join me for a training on
September 23 at 10 a.m.
at the League office. At
this meeting, we will
discuss the role of an observer, Oregon's open
meeting laws, the meeting schedules of various
governments, how to access government board
agendas and materials,
and how to share what
was observed. You can
observe alone or with a
partner. To help you get
started, I can accompany
you to a few meetings to
familiarize you with the
venue and the process.
If you can't attend the
training but are interested
in becoming an observer,
please contact me at 541343-1138 or
jphocken@comcast.net.

City of Eugene Budget
In May Eugene voters rejected a city fee that
would have plugged the
gap in the 2013-14 City
budget. In the face of defeat, the Budget Committee recommended and the
Eugene Council adopted a
budget that retained services for one year by
spending some reserves.
Because this solution to
the budget gap is not
sustainable, the Budget
Committee intends to

Pat Hocken, Action Co-chair

develop the 2014-15
budget with a process
that will analyze the various Council goals in relationship to each other
and to budget trade-offs
and will review the City's
policy on reserve funds.
The Budget Committee
has already held a daylong workshop and will
continue its discussions
in seven work sessions
over the next few months.
(A reminder - the Budget
Committee consists of the
City Council and nine citizen members appointed
by the Council.) The tentative dates are September 16 and 23, October
14 and 28, November
12 and 25, and December
9 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15
p.m. Most meetings will
be held in Harris Hall in
the Lane County Public
Services Building. The
Budget Committee is also
developing a public engagement plan. The
League will be actively
following these meetings
and opportunities for
public input and will keep
members informed. If you
would like to observe
some of these meetings,
let me know.

Envision Eugene
One of the seven pillars
guiding the Envision
Eugene 20-year growth
plan for the City of
Eugene is to "Provide
Housing Affordable to All
Income Levels." The City
is proposing several
strategies to reach this
goal of matching housing
capacity to the need while
minimizing any expansion of the City's urban
growth boundary (UGB).
Proposals that the
Planning Commission will
consider and hold hear-

ings on in October would
change the land use designation for several parcels within the UGB to
more efficiently accommodate housing of various types.
One proposal would redesignate the former Naval Reserve site, now
owned by the City, to
multi-family housing for a
future affordable housing
development. Other proposals would change the
designation to lowdensity residential (for
single family housing) in
some areas that are currently planned for multifamily housing. Parcels
under consideration are
the Crow Road Study
area, the Gilham Road
site, the Irving/Eagles
site, and the Willamette
St/Rest Haven site.
The local League may
testify on these proposals
in the context of its Housing position, which supports "a mix of housing
types in all neighborhoods" and "provisions to
achieve greater density
within the metropolitan
area and to maintain the
urban service area
boundary."
Heather O'Donnell, the
City of Eugene project
lead for the redesignation proposals,
will attend the next meeting of the Action Committee on September 4 at
9:30 a.m. and brief
the committee on the
issues. Any member is
welcome to attend. Action
meetings are held at the
Garden Way Retirement
Community, 175 S.
Garden Way, Eugene
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ACTION - State of the State
by Kappy Eaton, Action Co-chair
Fiscal Policy
There is bad and good
news in the September
General Fund and Lottery
Revenue Forecast provided
by the Oregon Office of
Economic Analysis. The
quarterly report for the
first three months of the
2013-15 biennium showed
a decline in resources of
$39.7 million from the
June projection, the basis
of the biennial budget.
Collections for the personal and corporate income taxes were down.
However, there will be no
kicker for either category
projected for 2013 or
2015, taking away the possible $20 million in tax
credits for corporations.
The projected available
balance for the Rainy Day
and Education Stability
funds, is $683 million.
Oregon employment was
down 6,505 jobs (-0.4%)
from June.
The analysts cited three
areas that are slowing Oregon’s recovery from the
Great Recession:
(1) lack of employment for
the long-term jobless
(more than 6 months);
(2) lack of middle income
wage jobs; and
(3) continuing slow rural
area job improvement.
There are also three areas

where Oregon is doing
well: (1) agriculture and
exports;
(2) improved construction
action and goods manufacturing; and
(3) all time highs in professional and business services jobs such as temps,
consulting, computer systems, and call centers. Another positive is the slowdown of job losses in the
public sector.
One of the reasons that the
personal income tax returns are down stems from
late filers who constitute
much of the higher income
residents, and some of the
shortfall will be recovered.
The revenue growth rate of
2.5% is less than the traditional recovery from a recession. It is anticipated
that revenue growth will
continue to rise about 10%
over the next 10 years.
Risk factors for Oregon
include our aging population and the continuing
lack of skilled younger
workers which is also a
deterrent to companies
coming here.
Upcoming revenue issues
that will be addressed during the Interim Committee
meetings scheduled for
September, November and
January, in preparation for
the 2014 session, include:

1. Develop a process to
systematically review nontax credit expenditures.
2. Examine options for restructuring business energy manufacturing tax
credit.
3. Review project definition
and division under Business Energy Tax Credit
program.
4. Explore alternative
methods of apportioning
corporate income for
broadcasting companies.
5. Examine the revenue
implications of rapid
growth in the use of Ecigarettes.
6. Explore tax policy options for stimulating small
business development and
growth.
7. Develop further options
for enhancing state income
tax compliance and enforcement efforts.
(Unfortunately not on the
list is real Tax Reform)
The Revenue committees
reviewed the extensive
legislation enacted during
the 2013 session. A summary of the most important bills will be included
in the next ARGUS.

Ballot Access Issues
We are fortunate to live in
a state that uses vote by
mail, simplifies voter registration, and does not limit

access to elections to its citizens. A dozen states have
been busy during the 2013
legislative sessions adopting
laws which make it more difficult to vote. The provisions
range from requiring proof
of citizenship at polling
places, cutting back on the
number of polling places,
shortening the hours polling
places are open, cutting out
or lessening early voting opportunities, and making
voter registration more difficult. Lawsuits have been filed
in several states including
North Carolina, Texas and
Virginia, among others.
The League has filed a federal suit in North Carolina
challenging the new restrictions on early voting, provisional ballots and elimination
of same-day registration.
Other cases there are challenging the photo-ID law.
The U.S. Justice Department
has brought suit in Texas
against the ID law that will
apply to the entire nation
and forbid any state law that
makes it more difficult for
racial and ethnic minorities
to vote.
There are issues dealing with
initiatives in California, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania
related to paying petitioners,
out-of-state petitioners, and
paying by the signature.

VOTER SERVICES
It’s with regret that I have to tell you that Laurie Granger has resigned from the LWVLC board and from the Voter Services
committee. The League now has an urgent need for a volunteer(s) to serve on the Voter Services committee and also on
the board.
Voter Services are at the core of the League’s mission. Through our activities we provide unbiased information on ballot
initiatives, host candidate forums, and register new voters, helping to make democracy work. This is a great opportunity
to help ensure, as the LWVUS website puts it, “that all eligible voters – particularly those from traditionally underrepresented or underserved communities, including first-time voters, non-college youth, new citizens, minorities, the elderly
and low-income Americans – have the opportunity and the information to exercise their right to vote.”
I hope you will volunteer to help us with this critical aspect of our mission. Please contact Susan Tavakolian or Miriam
Aiken if you can help out.
Susan Tavakolian
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A DEBRIEFING TO BE SAVORED
by Rhonda Livesay

Nathanson

Edwards

Cosmic Pizza was humming with conversation,
and an aroma of garlic
filled the room. With a
glass of red wine in my
hand, pizza on the way,
sitting at the League’s
information table, I was
glad that I had volunteered for this gig! The
City Club and the LWVLC
were sponsoring the
discussion about the
recently concluded Legislative session.
Rep. Nancy Nathanson
took the lead and de-

scribed the many issues
that were addressed
during the session. Former State Senator Tony
Corcoran (a stand in for
Sen. Chris Edwards)
talked about some issues and a lot about the
personalities of the legislators. I will not go
into any depth about his
descriptive monologue.
As well, I will not discuss the issues because
our Action Committee
has already reported in
depth. Questions from
the audience were taken

at the end, and that was
by far the most instructive part of the night.
My greatest surprise
(this is the first debriefing I have attended) is it
was not better attended.
This should reinforce
our commitment as a
League to make education of our community a
priority. I know I will try
not to miss future discussions, and I encourage you to attend the
next one. It was very
informative.

SEN. MERKLEY AT LAW CENTER

Corcoran

Merkley

US Senator Jeff Merkley
began his talk on
“Reversing the Decline
of the Middle Class:
Saving the American
Dream” at the UO’s
Knight Law Center by
describing the current
law-making process in
the US Senate. It was
obvious to the nearcapacity crowd why
many things don’t get
done in Washington.

though the past few
years have been tough
economically for our
country, the reality is
that the income inequality in today’s society has
been a long time coming. Productivity has
risen steadily since
World War II, but wages
have stagnated for more
than 30 years, and the
middle class is shrinking.

His main topic was why
the ‘American Dream’ is
slipping away from the
hopes of many Americans. He explained that

Merkley’s appearance in
early August was sponsored by the City Club
of Eugene, the Wayne
Morse Center and the

League of Women Voters
of Lane County.
I was amazed by the
almost simultaneous
creation of Merkley’s
spoken words into written text that appeared
on a large screen. I
could hear and read his
comments, which was
helpful. Kudos to the
transcriber. And thanks
to Miriam Aiken, Stephanie Winsor and Barbara
Carter, who staffed the
League table.

Janet Calvert

CRADLE TO CAREER… SAVE THE DATE
Saturday. October 12
“Cradle to Career: LWV of Oregon Education Studies Kick-Off 2013” will feature
a keynote speaker and panel discussions on Children at Risk and on Postsecondary Education, the two newly adopted LWVOREF studies. The October 12
meeting will be at Umpqua Community College in Roseburg. Early in November a similar program will be held in the Portland metro area. Look for the registration forms in the fall LWVOR Voter.
Janet Calvert
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St. Vinnie’s Stellar Apartments Shine
Information provided by

Judy Hunt,
St. Vincent de Paul
Society of Lane
County, Inc.

July brought the grand
opening of Stellar Apartments, St. Vincent de
Paul’s newest affordable
housing complex located
at 1535 City View. The
complex was the unit
choice topic for the
Southwest Eugene Unit 4
in February, selected because it offers features
included in three League
positions: energy efficiency, access to transit,
and availability of lowincome housing.

Stellar is outstanding in
that it brings Oregon’s
first multi-family Passive
House, a six-unit structure built to the super
energy-efficient Passive
House standard. It sits
next to an identical building built to Earth Advantage standards and will
be monitored for two
years through a partnership with the University of
Oregon and Eugene Water
and Electric Board.
Designed by Eugene architect Sara Bergsund,
Stellar features 54 units,
a community building
with kitchen and laundry,
a playground, and a

spacious commons. Outdoor seating makes abundant use of multi-colored
tiles created from recycled glass at St. Vinnie’s
Aurora Glass foundry.
Stellar has ADA accessible
units in 1, 2, and 3 bedroom designs. All ground
floor units are adaptable
for handicap access. Ten
units are set aside for
National Guard families
and four for families associated with Vet LIFT,
SVdP’s transitional program for homeless veterans. A garden area will be
shared with the neighboring Lane ESD school.

Human sundial by mosaic artist Joanne Chase seems to float
in front of this four-unit structure in the Stellar complex.
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EUGENE CELEBRATION
Fran Boehner and Rhonda Livesay Public Relations co-chairs - cajoled,
wrangled, and otherwise managed our
booth at the Celebration. During setup they were assisted by Janet Calvert
and Sergio Gomez.

Rhonda and Fran

Fran Boehner
Janet Calvert, Sergio Gomez, & Rhonda Livesay

STRAW POLL RESULTS
The results are in, and
the voters have spoken the voters at our Eugene
Celebration booth, that
is. This year’s straw poll,
put together by the Action Committee, asked
about the Eugene plastic
bag ban, widening of
Willamette Street, county
public safety, gay marriage, the death penalty,
and management of federal forest lands.
The poll is completely
unscientific and a longtime feature of our
booth - popular not only
with Celebration goers
but also booth workers.
Co-president and booth
volunteer Miriam Aiken
commented, “It was fun
to listen to people talk
about the questions.
Lots of conversation
about the plastic bag
ban. One woman said
she always brought her
own bags even before
the ban, but she voted

by Sue Boyd

no because she didn't
like being told what to
do!”
Support for the bag ban
was very strong, 116 yes
votes to 22 no. On the
other hand, few seemed
happy about the
Willamette Street widening alternative which
would reduce the
number of vehicle lanes
to three and add bike
lanes. It was opposed by
87 voters, with only 26
in support.
Now that the county has
funding for more jail
beds, voters were asked
to pick a single option
from a list as the most
important addition to
the county’s public
safety system.
Judging from the totals,
however, some chose
more than one. The results came down heavily
on the side of adding
juvenile services, with

57 yes votes. Substance
abuse treatment was
also favored, 47 yes
votes. Additional sheriff
patrols were a distant
third, 18 yes. Only
seven votes were cast
for more jail beds, and
increasing the District
Attorney’s staff came in
last with three yes
votes.
There was little controversy about allowing
gay marriage in Oregon
(130 yes to eight no)
and abolishing the
death penalty (122 yes,
ten no.) The results
were more mixed on
the question about support for a Congressional proposal to divide federal forest
lands into those managed for timber production and those set aside
for protection. Seventynine voters were in favor of the proposal,
with 44 opposed.
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BOOK SALES
Many, many thanks to

Elleen and Louis Levy,
who for many years have
sold books donated
to the League. They felt
that it was time for them
to retire from bookselling, and we now need
someone to step up and
continue this activity for
the League. This is a valuable money-making activity for us. It involves
bringing books to Third
Thursday meetings and
other League events and
presenting them for sale.

Until we have a replacement who will be responsible for selling the
books, we ask that you
hold your book
donations, rather than
dropping them off at the
office.

Susan Tavakolian

IN MEMORIAM
We offer our condolences to former LWVLC president Karen Rikhoff on the
death of her husband, John, in August. The family has suggested memorial
contributions in Karen’s honor to Parkinson’s research foundations.

Please give this
to a friend
Thanks to our
2012-13 Directory
Advertisers
Lane Forest Products
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Eugene Hotel Retirement
Mortier Engineering
Osher Lifelong Learning
Institute of U of O
Aayres Appliance Repair
Long's Meat Market
Studio d Hair salon
Unique Properties

League of Women Voters Lane County
Membership Form

As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LWVLC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).
Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401



Individual

$65



Household (Two people at the same address)

$97.50



Student

$20



Individual after February 1st

$32

Name

Address

Phone
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CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER
2, LABOR DAY, League office closed
4, 9:30 am, Action committee, pages 4 & 5
18, 1:30 Board meeting, office
19, Fall Luncheon - front page
20, ARGUS deadline - midnight

OCTOBER
1, 3 p.m. - Unit briefing
2, 9:30 a.m. - Action committee
7 - 11, Units - What’s Your Agriculture Experience?
12, LWVOR Education Studies Kickoff, page 6
15, Last day to register to vote in next election
16, 1:30 p.m. - Board meeting, office
17, Third Thursday - Valley River Inn
18, ARGUS deadline - midnight
23, FIELD TRIP!! Page 2
The League office is open
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
11 am to 1:30 pm

Our Mission
The League of WomenVoters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active
participation in government,
works to increase understanding of
major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through
education and advocacy.

