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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LANE COUNTY
Presidents’ Column - Miriam Aiken & Susan Tavakolian, Co-Presidents 2013-14

Looking at the World Through League-colored Glasses
The theme of the League of
Women Voters Oregon
(LWVOR) annual convention
was “Looking at the World
Through League-colored
Glasses.” The convention was
held in Coos Bay, May 17 –
19. Nine delegates from LWV
Lane County (LWVLC) included
Miriam Aiken, Janet
Calvert, Kappy Eaton,
Becky Gladstone, Carol
Hildebrand, Pat
Hocken, Rhonda Livesay,
Katherine MerwinGonzalez, and
Susan Tavakolian.
Election of LWVOR officers
2013 - 2015
Robin Wisdom, from Umpqua
Valley was re-elected
president for two years.
Janet Calvert was elected First
Vice President; and Becky
Gladstone (both from LWVLC)
was re-elected Secretary.
Two new directors were
elected: Anne Emmons of
West Umatilla County and
Fran Mazzara of Clackamas
County.
Keynote Speakers
Susan Allen, Our Ocean,
spoke about the recommendations for Oregon’s Marine Reserves from 2008 to the present. Five sites have been approved as marine reserves
and include Cape Falcon, Cascade Head, Otter Rock, Cape

Perpetua, and Redfish
Rocks. These sites reflect
roughly 3% of the Territorial Sea in reserve and 5.5%
in marine protected areas.
In addition, there are contiguous areas of seabird
protection. Susan was a
reviewer and contributor to
the LWVOR Coastal and
Nearshore Oregon: Using
and Protecting Our Natural
Resources booklet that was
used as a study guide for
LWVOR Unit discussions.
Liz Baxter, Chair, Oregon
Health Insurance Exchange
Board and Executive Director, We Can Do Better, made
a distinction among health
care, health reform and health
insurance. She noted that to
get to better health for everyone we needed to invest in
other things such as income,
life styles, employment, and
the environment.
http://www.lwvor.org/events/
state-convention-2013/
The Oregon Health Insurance
Exchange Board has three
aims: 1) Improved health; 2)
Cover the cost of health care
for the population; and 3) Improve individual care. Two
web sites she cited will have
further information on health
coverage options in Oregon:
www.coveroregon.com/
calculator and
www.wecandobetter.org.

Sarah Diefendorf, LWVUS
International Trainer,
shared photos and stories
from her international work
with the League in Tunisia,
Amman, Jordan, and Ethiopia. She was asked by the US
AID to help women develop
skills in democracy and leadership in their communities.
In one compelling story, she
related that the participants
in the program were so shy
and reserved that they did
not look at one another
across the table and they
barely spoke above a whisper. By the end of the training, they were delivering
speeches.
Program Report from
LWVOR Convention
The delegates to the Convention adopted several items
related to 2013-15 program.
The delegates supported the
retention of all existing
LWVOR statements of posi(Continued on page 10)
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Unit members had some
questions after the Preface to
Agriculture Update discussions last month. We will be
trying to get answers and
additional information to include in upcoming issues,
beginning with this question
from the Cascade Manor unit:
Can you use food stamps at a
CSA (Community Supported
Agriculture program)?
The answer is a qualified
‘yes.’ A recent article in the
Oregonian described Oregon
CSA farmers as leading a national effort to make CSA
membership accessible to
food stamp users. In 2010
Wintergreen Farms in Noti
became one of the first Oregon CSA farms to accept food
stamps.

by Sue Boyd

paid for when the customer
receives it. CSAs are based on
the customer pre-paying for
the food, and the amount of
money it takes to buy a CSA
membership is often more
than the monthly food stamp
allotment. Zenger Farm, a
Portland nonprofit which addresses food and farm issues,
has set up a website,
www.oregonsnapcsa.com with
guidelines for CSA farmers
who want to start a food
stamp program by allowing

customers to make payments
in weekly installments. For
potential customers it also
has a list of CSAs which accept food stamps. The number of those that do is still
fairly small. Locally Grown,
the guide to local farms distributed at some units, includes food stamp information in its listings of CSAs.
Produced by the Willamette
Farm & Food Coalition, copies
are available on free publications stands around the area.

But navigating the process is
not easy. The federal Food
Stamp Act assumes food is
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AFTER A ROUGH PATCH,
MEMBERSHIP FIGURES ARE ON THE MEND
The last four years serving as
Membership Chairperson has
been a real pleasure for two
reasons, the chance to get to
know League members better,
and the enjoyment of working
with Flo Alvergue, Fran
Boehner, Rosie Janz, and
Veronika Walter.
Under the able leadership of
Membership Chair Renee Buchanan, 33 new members
joined the League in the year
prior to the 2008 election.
That turned out to be the
calm before the economic

storm. During the twelve
months after the election,
only eight new members
joined the League.
The recession dragged on,
and League members felt the
pinch. When dues statements
were sent out in the summer
of 2010, 33 members, or
roughly one sixth of our membership, dropped out of the
League. Fourteen new members joined the League in the
same period,
Things brightened somewhat

by Sue Wielesek

during the period from
November 2010 and November 2011, with 14 new members to offset 14 drops. The
most recent twelve month
period was even better, in that
we had 21 new members, the
most new members of any
League in the state.
The Membership Committee
has worked hard to recruit
new members, and to establish ways to welcome and integrate new members into
League activities. Please give
the Committee your support.

JUNE 2013
ACTION - Kappy Eaton & Pat Hocken, Co-Chairs
STATE OF THE STATE
Oregon’s Economic
Temperature

ACTION
COMMITTEE
JUNE 5,
9:30 AM
175 S. GARDEN
WAY

The June economic forecast
on which the final General
Fund budget, for the 201315 biennium will be based,
showed projected revenue of
$277 million, up from the
March projection. The Oregon Office of Economic
Analysis data also indicated a
surplus for corporate income
for the current biennium that
will cause the “kicker law” to
return $20 million in tax
credits to businesses both
within and outside of the
state. In 2012, voters approved a constitutional
amendment to put any corporate surplus into the General Fund for public education. There is a pending bill
to cause the projected surplus this year to also be directed to education, but its
fate hasn’t been decided.
Employment figures were up
in the Portland metro area
and other large cities, but
not yet positive for rural Oregon. The economists were
still hedging about a possible
nation-wide recession although Oregon exports, particularly agriculture, were
holding their own and consumer confidence was relatively high. One of the cited
risk factors for the future is
Oregon’s aging population,
especially outside the larger
cities. State agency budgets
are being heard in Ways and
Means sub-committees and
being passed to the House
and Senate almost daily as
the Legislature works to ad-
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journ by June 28. However,
there are still bills with fiscal impacts being discussed in the Rules and
Revenue committees as
well as Ways and Means.
With a May 31 deadline for
all Policy committees to
have forwarded measures
to their respective chambers for votes, it appears
that a number of significant
issues may not make it.
The Tax Credits committee
is now considering the expiring tax expenditures to
decide which ones should
be kept, revised or let die.
Credits of specific concern
are the Earned Income, Rural Medical, Farm Workers
Housing, Senior Medical,
and the Cultural Trust.

Voter Registration and
Election Issues
The Secretary of State’s
voter registration modernization bill, HB 3521,
passed out of House Rules
to Ways and Means where
some amendments will be
considered. This bill would
call for automatic voter
registration through new
driver’s licenses with the
necessary information forwarded by DMV to the Secretary of State who would
notify persons with a postcard, allowing them to opt
out or choose a political
party and return the postcard. Already passed by the
House, HB 2988 to allow 16
year olds to register to vote
was heard in Senate Rules
May 23, along with HB
3175A that requires univer-

sities and community colleges to partner with student
body associations in registering students to vote and providing election information.
Of major importance is
House-passed HB 2199A
which strengthens ballot security in county election offices with specified plans for
dealing with the disposal of
unused ballots and having
video cameras in all areas
where ballots are being handled. These bills are expected to pass the Senate.

Campaign Finance
Revisited
SJR 20, a constitutional
amendment to allow campaign limits, will have an informational hearing before a
joint meeting of the House
and Senate Rules committees
in mid-June. The purpose is
to discuss a possible initiative for the 2014 ballot to
change the Oregon Constitution, Article; II, Section 8 to
allow contribution limits,
either by Legislative referral
or by citizen petition. Several
legislators, the Bus Project,
Common Cause and the
League of Women Voters
have been invited to participate. There is also a statute,
HB 2197 which may be discussed.

PERS Transformation
SB 822A, the initial PERS reform bill, was passed by both
chambers of the Legislature
on a strictly partisan vote.
The Republicans were concerned that there were not
sufficient cuts to fund the
(Continued on page 5)
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LOCAL ACTION
Election

Observer Corps

It is great that the measures
on the May ballot which the
League supported were
approved by the voters.
LWVLC expended significant
effort on the Lane County
jail levy. We paid to submit
an argument of support in
the Voters Pamphlet and
wrote a letter to the editor
and an op-ed piece, both of
which were published in
The Register Guard. We also
made a contribution to the
Yes on 20-213 campaign
committee. For the Eugene
School District 4J bond
measure our advocacy efforts were limited to letters
to the editor, which appeared in The Register
Guard and the Eugene
Weekly.

On May 20 a meeting was
held for League members
interested is serving as observers of local governments. Eight members attended and two others have
expressed interest in participating. The meeting covered some of the basics
such as the role of a
League observer and Oregon's open meeting laws.
We will begin in June to
observe the meetings of
the Lane County Commissioners as a follow-up to
our recent research and
discussion about Lane
County Government. Information about the time, location, and how to obtain
agendas and board packets
for the Commissioners'

meetings was also distributed at the May 20 meeting.
The ultimate goal is to observe the meetings of other
governing bodies as well,
depending on the availability of volunteers. We invite
you to join us. Please contact me at 541-343-1138 or
jphocken@comcast.net to
learn more.

Envision Eugene
The League continues to
follow the development of
the long-term growth plan
for the City of Eugene as
city staff focuses on implementation strategies. The
Envision Eugene May newsletter describes proposed
strategies to accommodate
a portion of the City's 20year need for single family
housing while minimizing
the need to expand the ur-

SOUTH WILLAMETTE INTEREST GROUP
Join LWV members of our
South Willamette interest
group at Community Forum
#3. We will learn the ranking and refinements of the
three surviving designs for
the proposed restructuring
of the south part of Willamette Street. The forum
will present study results

for the layout, costs, and
functions for pedestrians,
bicycles, buses, and cars.
It’s hard to imagine how the
street can be made to safely
and efficiently accommodate all four uses, and it is
bicycles that have become a
hot center of debate. Other
complicating requirements
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Pat Hocken

by Lois Taylor
are access to businesses,
space for bus pull-outs,
clear passage for through
traffic, and safe crossings
for pedestrians. Livelihoods
and lifestyles will be affected by the eventual design.
The forum meets Friday,
June 11, 2013, in the South

THE MENTAL HEALTH INTEREST GROUP
The Mental Health group’s
next meeting will be June
20th at 3:00 p.m. at the
Atrium in the Sloat room.
We will have a special
speaker, Sheila Sundahl, who
is past president of the Na-

ban growth boundary. Providing a greater variety of
single family housing types
is considered a way to support the plan tenets of housing affordability and community livability. Strategies include promoting the construction of secondary dwelling units such as "granny
flats" and alley access housing throughout the City,
along with design standards
to ensure the new homes fit
with the neighborhood. Another strategy is encouraging the construction of attached and clustered housing types in certain areas.
The Eugene Planning Commission will have a June
work session on these proposals. An open house for
the public is also being
scheduled.

tional Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) in Lane County.
She will provide information
to us about the services
available through NAMI, and
in particular address topics
such as how to access and

Eugene High School cafeteria. The last forum was
packed; and because this
one is expected to be
packed also, two meetings
will be held that Friday. One
meeting will run from 4:00
to 5:45 and the next from
7:00 to 8:45 pm.

by Susan Tavakolian
negotiate the mental health
system. All are welcome to
attend this meeting and learn
more about NAMI in Lane
County.

JUNE 2013
STATE ACTION - continued
(Continued from page 3)

education portion of the proposed budget nor to address
the $16 billion underfunded
liability of the PERS Fund.
Their proposal would have
raised more than $1 billion
dollars. Also at stake was
money to allow local governments and school districts to
scale back their huge increases in employee contributions that were negatively
impacting their 2014 budgets. The final PERS decision
gains $800 million through
PERS retiree cost-of-living
cuts and removing benefits
for out-of-state retirees who
pay no Oregon income taxes.
However, the Republicans
rejected that decision and
have threatened to oppose
the hospital assessment that
raises a total of $745 million
and recoups $1.25 billion in
additional Medicaid funds.
That money goes to the Oregon Health Authority. Because this is a revenue raising measure, there has to be
a 3/5 vote and at least two
Republican votes are necessary for passage of the assessment. It is uncertain how
this scenario will play out in
the five weeks remaining to
adjournment.

University Governance
and Restructure
SB 370A and HB 310A were
explained and discussed in
the Ways and Means subcommittee on Education May
23. The proposals are the
culmination of the work done
by the Special Committee on
University Governance from

March to November, 2012,
stemming originally from SB
242 in 2009. The establishment of University governing
boards, their powers, and
their composition are spelled
out in SB 270A. The University of Oregon and Portland
State University are established in the bill, Oregon
State University has a timeline for joining, and the regional universities are given
an opportunity to create
boards in the future. There is
still a sticking point as to
whether a faculty member
should be a voting member
of any board. Students have a
voting member, staff is not
included and faculty has a
non-voting member in the
legislation, an arrangement
hammered out by a special
workgroup. The accompanying bill, HB 3120A, restructures the Oregon higher education system, including universities and community colleges, their responsibilities
for coordination and cooperation, and cuts the number of
oversight boards from four to
one, The Higher Education
Coordinating Council. Also,
pointed out by members of
the Ways and Means committee, there are some costs for
implementation. Another
hearing is scheduled for May
29.

assigning, an increased
budget for the Land Use
Board of Appeals, passage of
the Waldo Lake ban on gasoline motors, the prohibition
on raising canola in the Willamette Valley, solar incentive programs study, and the
establishment of energy performance scores.

Social Policy
Mental health issues are getting more attention this session. Changes to the statute
regarding the review of cases
of persons charged with a
crime, but hospitalized because of being mentally incompetent, creation of a
mental health oversight committee, and assisted outpatient treatment in a local
community for 12 months
which is being opposed by
Disability Rights Oregon because of its coercive nature
are among those being considered. An aid and assist
program for juveniles
charged with a serious crime
has been introduced by the
Oregon Law Commission.
Kids could be committed to
psychiatric facilities for 60
days or a year before a final
decision is made and then
placed with the Oregon
Youth Authority.

Kappy Eaton

Natural Resources
Some of the issues for natural
resources include the public
review of the Columbia River
treaty between the U.S. and
Canada, water rights bills
that now have passed for
leasing of stream use and
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JUNE 2013
NEW COASTAL and NEARSHORE MANAGEMENT POSITION

by Pat Hocken

Printed below is the League of Women Voters of Oregon (LWVOR) statement of position on Coastal and Nearshore Management that was distributed at the LWVOR Convention. It was adopted by LWVOR Board in March. The new position was
merged with an already existing position, which dealt primarily with offshore drilling and oil spills. The newly added language is shown in bold print. It addresses several matters including marine reserves, ocean energy technologies, protection of estuaries, and impacts of dredging and mining. Local leagues, including LWVLC, held consensus meetings and
submitted their reports to LWVOR in January 2013.

Coastal and Nearshore Management
Position, League of Women Voters of Oregon
Adopted 1990, 2013
[Note: light text: existing LWVOR position; dark text: new position]

The League of Women Voters of Oregon believes responsible and responsive government management of the public's
coastal and nearshore natural resources shall be based upon:
1. A complete environmental assessment, cumulative impact analysis, and baseline data specific to Oregon.
2. Recognition of coastal states and local government's rights, jurisdictions, and responsibilities to preserve and protect marine and coastal environment and economy.
Federal government's offshore activities must be consistent with Oregon's approved Coastal Zone Management Plan.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports uniformity of regulations governing the coastal management
zone, with opportunity for public input. Jurisdictions should have the ability to enhance regulations to better
address local conditions. The League supports the development and maintenance of local comprehensive
plans and development codes. Funding should be adequate for effective management and enforcement and
should come from a variety of sources.
The League opposes any revision, interpretation, or application of Oregon's established marine policy that would diminish Land Conservation and Development Commission Goal 19's strong environmental and natural resources conservation policy giving clear priority to long-term renewable resource uses.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon opposes oil and gas exploration and development within the state's territorial
sea, and requests the state to oppose any federal lease sales within the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone off the Oregon
coast. The ecological integrity, renewable natural resources, and beneficial uses of Oregon's ocean water must be protected.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon opposes exploration and development of marine minerals within the state's
territorial sea. The League supports academic research that would not adversely affect the ecological integrity, renewable natural resources, and beneficial uses of the state's territorial sea.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports a state policy that calls on the federal government to ban the exploration and development of marine minerals with the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone off the Oregon coast. Should a ban not
be effected, the following must be required:
1. An unbiased, credible scientific environmental impact statement (E.I.S) should be completed prior to any offshore
mineral exploration or recovery operation.
2. Offshore mineral activities should be evaluated for degradation of the marine environment, risk to ocean fisheries,
and coastal erosion problems.
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NEW COASTAL and NEARSHORE MANAGEMENT POSITION continued
(Continued from page 6)

3. A complete socioeconomic impact statement of offshore developments effect on the states and coastal economy
should be made.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon affirms the public's right to be completely informed, actively involved and assured the opportunity to participate in decisions about offshore exploration and development, as well as onshore facilities that support offshore development.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon endorses adequate industry-financed oil spill contingency funds, compensation
funds, and company bonding for marine mineral mining activities to cover claims for damage caused by their operations,
onshore support facilities, and transporting vessels. Governments and other claimants should be reimbursed for, but not
limited to, the following:
1. Oil spill clean up costs.
2. Loss of natural resources or loss of use of natural resources.
3. Impairment of earning capacity.
4. Damage to real or personal property and personal injury.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports a policy which allows the state to terminate or modify a lease for environmental endangerment or for public safety within the state's territorial sea.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports the creation and operation of marine reserves and protected
areas on the Oregon Coast. Siting and management of reserves should reflect a variety of factors, including
habitat, species diversity, fisheries and tourism, with sound science being the most critical. The reserves
should have identified goals, and continuous funding should come from multiple public and private sources.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports active research into ocean energy technologies. Research
should incorporate evaluation of impacts on marine habitats and the coastal economy. Funding should be from
multiple public and private sources. Commercial deployment should be allowed only after adequate scientific
research is completed and regulations have been adopted. Monitoring should be ongoing with necessary actions and modifications taken to protect the marine environment. Commercial operations should agree to bear
the cost of remediating and restoring any environmental damage.
The League of Women Voters of Oregon supports actions to restore and preserve estuaries to assure they
function effectively in the long term. Measures could include additional reserves, streamside protection, planting, removal of invasive species, scientific research, restoration, and response to climate change. Funding
should be from multiple public and private sources. Estuary restoration should encourage education and volunteer involvement.
The League recognizes that dredging may be necessary to keep deep-water channels open for maritime commerce. Prior to activity, environmental assessments must be completed to ensure protection of habitat. Design
and execution should minimize damage to natural habitats.
Recognizing that mining affects water quantity, quality, and habitat, mining practices should be strictly regulated to minimize damage and require restoration. In some instances where preserving water quality and habitat is vital, mining should be banned.
March 2013
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JUNE 2013
LWVOR CONVENTION - PROGRAM REPORT

Robin Wisdom

The delegates
to the League
of Women
Voters of Oregon (LWVOR)
Convention
adopted several items
related to
2013-15 program. The delegates supported the retention of all
existing LWVOR statements
of position. They also
adopted restudies for two
positions: Public Post-

secondary Education
and Children at Risk.
The position on Public

Postsecondary Education was last revised in
1985, almost 30 years. The

restudy was suggested by a
local League and recommended by the LWVOR
board. It will be structured
as a three- study with the
first year being used to
refine the scope. Topics to
be considered are the
unique roles and interrelationships of community
colleges, the four-year regional universities, and the
three comprehensive universities; methods of funding these institutions; and
action by the 2013 legislature on the governor's plan
for a continuum of pre-K
through graduate education.
The approval of a restudy
of the Children at Risk

NEWBIE’S VIEW OF LWVOR CONVENTION
Exhilarating, confusing, informative,
contentious, funny, entertaining,
thought provoking, intimidating, commitment, wisdom are just a few words
that describe my first experience at
the LWVOR State Conference. As new
member to the Lane County League, I
was not sure what to expect at the
convention. However, I was amazed at
the group of women and men who are
so committed and informed.
I was introduced to powerful women
who are natural leaders and who want
to make sure that our citizens are
informed not only with facts but also
with facts that are not coming from
biased positions. Which, if you are
like me, is a very hard task indeed. I
was especially impressed with the

by Pat Hocken

position followed a circuitous path. The original restudy adopted in 2011 was
cancelled for a lack of volunteers. This position was
last revised in 1995. At the
2013 convention supporters of the restudy including
a delegate who agreed to
chair the committee and
other delegates who volunteered to help were able to
convince the voting body
that the restudy was in fact
feasible. It will be a twoyear study focusing on the
needs of children from
birth to third grade. Local
Leagues will be asked to
gather data about services
for this age group available
in their local area.

by Rhonda Livesay

debate dialogue. Positions stated and
argued for with passionate fervor and
intelligent thought without anger.
After debate, a vote is taken to determine the outcome. Imagine that!
The convention was full of information and when it ended I was more
encouraged about Oregon and the
political system than I have ever been.
It was so positive to be part of an organization that attempts to inform
others and pushes for positive legislation that will change our state. If you
ever have the opportunity to go to a
convention, I strongly recommend
that you act upon it. You will not regret the experience. Just plan for
two days rest afterwards.

Janet Calvert
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LWVLC 2013 Annual Meeting Summary

by Merle Bottge

On the first Saturday of
May, 37 League members
gathered at the Eugene
Garden Club to review the
past year, prepare for the
coming one, visit with each
other and feast on a potluck continental breakfast.

Thanks were expressed for
the many League members
who contribute their time
and talents in a myriad of
ways, and especially to Sue
Boyd and Susan Tavakolian
for their leadership as copresidents these past two
years.

Program: No new studies
were approved, but a Mental Health Interest Group is
meeting regularly and the
Lane County Government
Committee plans to continue its work during the
coming year.

Budget: The members
approved a budget of
$40,760, which is $713

more than the FY13
budget.

Elections: Miriam Aiken
and Susan Tavakolian were
elected as co-presidents
and Marj Maxwell as secretary, all for two-year terms.
Directors elected were
Anne Best, Laurie
Granger, Charlcie Kaylor, Rhonda Livesay,
Ellen Maddex and Kathy
Merwin-Gonzalez.
Stephanie Winsor will
chair the Nominating
Committee, and Barbara
Carter and Eleanor
Mulder will serve as
committee members.

Sue Boyd,
Susan Tavakolian,
Pat Hocken &
Merle Bottge

New Lane County Government Position by Pat Hocken
The Board of the League of
Women Voters of Lane
County has adopted a revised statement of position
on Lane County Government. The revised position,
which appears below, reflects member discussion
at April units as part of a
restudy of the position previously adopted in 1976.
Additional meetings on
Lane County Government
are likely during the 201314 program year because
of member interest. In addition, several members
have volunteered to observe meetings of the Lane
County Commissioners.

LANE COUNTY GOVERNMENT (Draft new position proposed by study committee April 15,
2013 and revised after feedback from the April Board meeting)
Position: The League of Women Voters of Lane County believes that the responsibility for
governing Lane County should rest with an elected Board of Commissioners. The duties of
the Board should be clear and limited:
1.

The Lane County Home Rule charter should provide for separation of administrative
and legislative authority.

2.

The Board should be the County’s legislative and policy-making body.

3.

The Board should appoint a professional administrator, accountable to the Board, and
establish the administrator’s duties. Consideration should be given to an appointed
assessor.

The Board of Commissioners should have five members, living in districts to assure representation of all parts of the County. Each commissioner should serve full-time for a fouryear term and be elected on a nonpartisan basis.
When three or more individuals compete for a single elective position, a run-off election
should be held, if necessary, to ensure that the winning candidate receives at least 50% of
the votes cast.
The meetings of the legislative body at which decisions are made should be public, announced in advance, and regularly scheduled. A published agenda should be provided.
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VOTER SERVICE - Flo Alvergue & Miriam Aiken, Co-Chairs
By now you know the results
of the recent special
election including the three
levies: Lane County Public
Safety, Eugene 4j School
Bond, and the Eugene city
service fee. Although it was
a low voter turnout this
May, our League directed
action in support of the two
successful measures, Lane
County and 4J schools.

On May 10th Laurie and Bob
Granger and I attended the
Naturalization ceremony for
13 new citizens from 7
countries. This was half the
usual number, but what a
happy occasion! While serving refreshments, we talked
about voter registration,
and each had a form in their
packets. Judge Thomas
Wren came out in the lobby

to greet us afterward. This
has never happened! The
Court is glad to see League
members attend, and I encourage you to go to this
exciting event.
Miriam and I are "passing
the torch" as Voter Service
Co-chairs to Laurie Granger
and Ellen Maddex. Thanks
to all members who have

helped with voter registration, worked on TRY, distributed copies of TRY, gave
presentations on ballot
measures, helped with candidates' forums, or gave out
Voters' Guides this past election season. Voter Service is
such an integral part of the
League, and I hope more
members will join this active
committee.
.

Flo Alvergue

(Continued from page 1)

tion. They also adopted restudies for two positions:
Public Postsecondary Education and Children at Risk.
The position on Public
Postsecondary Education
was last revised in 1985,
almost 30 years ago. The
restudy was suggested by a
local League and recommended by the LWVOR
board. It will be structured
as a three-year study with
the first year being used to
refine the scope. Topics to
be considered are the
unique roles and interrelationships of community colleges, the four-year regional
universities, and the three
comprehensive universities;
methods of funding these
institutions; and action by
the 2013 legislature on the
governor's plan for a continuum of pre-K through
graduate education.
The approval of a restudy of
the Children at Risk position followed a circuitous
path. The LWVOR board recPage 10

ommended to the 2012
convention that it cancel the
restudy that was originally
adopted by the 2010 convention but never carried
out due to the lack of volunteers. This position was last
revised in 1995. Supporters
of the restudy, including a
delegate who agreed to
chair the committee and
other delegates who volunteered to help, were able to
convince the voting body
that the restudy was in fact
feasible. It will be a two-year
study focusing on the needs
of children from birth to
third grade. Local Leagues
will be asked to gather data
about services for this age
group available in their local
area.
New Coastal and Nearshore Management Position The LWVOR statement
of position on Coastal and
Nearshore Management was
distributed at the Convention. See pages 6 & 7.
Local leagues, including
LWVLC, had previously held
consensus meetings and
submitted their reports to

LWVOR in January 2013.
Robin Wisdom made some
inspiring comments at the
end of the convention, and
they are below.
President Robin Wisdom’s Closing Message
This weekend is not just about the League. It’s not just
about membership numbers or the official PMP count.
Today is also about women’s place in our
society. Women and girls are severely
threatened even today in this 21st century
even in our “civilized” society. But I still
have faith in people. The League and
those who also carry the torch along with
us will be heard and society will advance.
It is right to stand up for women and children because they are not fairly represented. We stand up for the voiceless, for the disenfranchised and the poor, no matter who they are, no matter
what sex they are or whether or not they live in tract
homes, mobile homes, prisons, or don’t have homes.
The League is a vehicle to act out our inner longings. In our
heart of hearts we believe in the mission of the League –
that is to protect and include everyone – legislatively and
governmentally. Basically, we seek fairness for all.
We must continue the good fight. While I see progress, we
are still surrounded by those who would limit us or worse.
But I choose to fight with intelligence and clear thinking,
with a pen and with a voice, with knowledge of the past,
reason, and a vision of the future, and without remuneration.
Let us proceed together!
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OUR OWN KAPPY EATON: THE EARLY YEARS
Kappy was the only child
born to the Girtons, an English/Irish couple who moved
into the first family home in
St. Paul, Minnesota when
Kappy was just a year old.
She was cherished from the
beginning. She grew up in
a neighborhood where everybody on the block – and
the next – knew each other.
Although her mother had
been a teacher for a brief
time in a one-room schoolhouse, she stayed at home
after marriage and was fully
involved with Kappy’s
school activities.
Mattock Elementary School
provided rich experiences
for Kappy from kindergarten through eighth grade.
She remembers getting into
her ski pants and boots and
trudging the seven blocks
to school atop the snow
banks along the route. Even
on days when the temperature dropped to 30 degrees
below freezing, school
stayed open. And she
walked home for lunch.
Mattock school offered
classes in music and art on
alternate days. In Mrs.
Dale’s music class, Kappy
participated in a Speaking
Choir. [Just seven years
ago, Kappy was instrumental in starting an AAUW
Reader’s Theater here in
Eugene. Mrs. Dale would be
proud.] Kappy first held a
“mike” on local radio when
she performed a role for
“Uncle Tom,” who hosted a
show that was promoting

dental care for children. In
Margaret Glenn’s seventh
grade class, Kappy had excellent instruction in English
and literature and memorized epic poems such as
“The Highway Man.” She
was among children who
went around town reciting
these works to various civic
groups. In gymnasium, she
loved playing softball and
kickball and dodge ball and
climbing the vertical bars on
the gym walls. It was during these early years that
Kappy began a lifelong love
for college football, basketball and baseball under the
tutelage of her Dad, who
played all three sports in
college.
Kappy “skipped” the second
grade, placing her with a
group of children a year
older than herself. Although
this practice was not so unusual at the time, skipping
yet another grade – the
sixth – was. At first her parents objected, but the principal prevailed when she
told her parents that Kappy
just needed to be challenged more – and it would
help keep her out of mischief! Until she was well
established with yet another
group of children, she had
to deal with losing her
friends from fifth grade and
being ignored by those in
the seventh.
During this time, the family
paid a visit to an uncle who
raised Irish Setter hunting
dogs. Kappy spotted the
latest litter of 13 puppies
and was attracted to a par-

BY Jeanne Armstrong

ticular one with an intriguing color. Her uncle agreed
to let her have the puppy
with the approval of her
parents. This was the beginning of a long relationship
with “Ginger.”
After graduation from
eighth grade, Kappy was
selected to start ninth grade
at the University of Minnesota High School. “Uni
High” was not a neighborhood school, so Kappy
learned to get around by
bus. The school operated
on a quarter system and
had highly trained teachers.
Students took lunch in Shelton Hall with university students.
Kappy recalls the excellent
coaching of Mr.Valkyr in
speech class. She was on
the debate team for three
years and engaged in competitions with teams from
schools in the Minneapolis
area. She also learned extemporaneous speaking. In
her junior year, she advanced to regional competitions. In her senior year she
made it to the finals.
Kappy participated in choir
and drama in high school
and once sang in the operetta “Waltz Dream.” She
remembers a lively social
life at Uni High with club
activities and such things as
“escape day” to Wildwood,
where kids could ride the
roller coaster. Her senior
class celebrated with a hay
ride in the country and a
barn dance – and the traditional senior prom.
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KAPPY EATON - continued
Kappy enjoyed participating
in youth group at the family
church, Macalester College
Presbyterian. She actively
participated as a member of
Job’s Daughters. With her
family, she spent many
weekends and summers at
the family cottage on Turtle
Lake, Minnesota, about
thirty minutes away.
She had wanted to go away
to college, but her parents
were reluctant for a sixteenyear–old to head for such
places as Northwestern in
Chicago. With what may
have been a bit of bribery,
they presented Kappy with a
Ford Club Coupe as a
graduation present. She
especially enjoyed driving
around with Ginger in the
passenger seat.
Kappy aspired to go to law
school but was “patted on
the head” by advisers, who
discouraged her from going
that direction – a bit of antifeminism, perhaps. She
enrolled as a double-major
in Journalism and Political
Science (“PolySci”) and
earned her BA degree at the
University of Minnesota.
She wrote for both the university newspaper and the
yearbook during her undergraduate years.
She graduated in three and
a half years and headed for
Bakersfield, California to
take her first job as a reporter for the daily Bakersfield Californian. Her primary beat was covering the
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agriculture of Kern County,
where some cutting edge
experimentation with growing potatoes was occurring.
She covered the board
meetings at the community
college. In addition she
reported on the activities of
several civic organizations
as well as on accidents that
occurred locally. On occasion she wrote feature articles and especially remembers one on Japanese prisoners of war who were
brought to the U.S. to be
imprisoned. After a year
and a half on this job, she
returned to Minnesota. She
counseled at Campfire
Girls’ (she had been one)
camp on the summer back
before taking a job as
Women’s Editor at the Rochester (Minnesota) PostBulletin. She continued in
this job for a year.
Kappy was “set up with”
Burt through a Sigma Kappa
sorority sister, who turned
out to be Burt’s sister, too.
She was fulfilling the Sigma
Kappa slogan, “Each sister
will help you some brother
to win.” They went on to
have three children: “two
boys with a girl in the middle.”
But Kappy wasn’t finished
with her schooling yet. After she and Burt moved to
Oregon, she enrolled at the
University of Oregon and
received her MS degree in
Journalism in the 1950s. In
1968 she completed work

for a MLS
degree –
Master of
Library Science. Although a
loyal
“Gopher” of
the University of Minnesota,
Kappy had
now also
become a
Duck, supporting
men’s and
women’s
teams
across the
board. And
the Emeralds, too.
In 1952
Kappy took
a job with
the State
System of
Higher Education and worked in the
Chancellor’s office.
One day in 1954 a neighbor
rang her doorbell and asked
to talk to the resident about
an organization called the
League of Women Voters. It
happened to be an election
year. The caller was Joyce
Benjamin, not then an acquaintance. Kappy could
type so she agreed to work
on the Voter’s Service Committee.
And you know the rest of
the story.
What a life. Congratulations
and thanks, Kappy.
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ONE MORE MONTH!
We will be accepting your
books for the used book
fund raiser through the
month of June. They can be
left in the blue box at the
office. If you cannot get them
there or if you have too
many, we will be happy to
pick them up at your home.

We want to thank those of
you who have remembered
this fund raiser This month
the books you have donated
have brought in $236.75.
This brings the total for the
year to $1,090.15.
Thank you,
Elleen and Louie Levy 541343-7592

THANK ADVERTISERS by Janet Calvert
Our bright orange League Directory includes nine advertisers that are League supporters and purveyors of many things League members want and/or need. The revenue from these ads more than covers the cost of the LWV Directory.
You can help support this fund raiser by thanking the advertisers when you buy yard products from
Lane Forest Products, purchase quality hamburger from Long’s Meat Market, get your dishwasher
fixed by Aayres Appliance Repair or have contact with any of the other businesses. A simple thank
you is always appreciated.
We are always looking for additional advertisers. Please call Janet Calvert, 541.686.2697, with your
suggestion and I will do the follow up.

Please give this
to a friend

League of Women Voters Lane County

THANKS TO OUR
2012-13 DIRECTORY
ADVERTISERS
LANE FOREST PRODUCTS
BAKER BAY BEAD CO.
EUGENE HOTEL RETIREMENT
MORTIER ENGINEERING
OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING
INSTITUTE OF U OF O

Membership Form
As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LWVLC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).



Individual



Household (Two people at the same address) $97.50



Student

$20



Individual after February 1st

$32

$65

Name

AAYRES APPLIANCE REPAIR
LONG'S MEAT MARKET
STUDIO D HAIR SALON
UNIQUE PROPERTIES

Mail the form and check payable to LWVLC to:

Address

LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401

Phone

Caption describing picture or
graphic.
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Educating voters
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LANE COUNTY
338 West 11th Ave., Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401
lwvlc.org
541-343-7917

CALENDAR
JUNE
5, 9:30, Action Meeting (see page 3)
11, South Willamette Forum ( see page 4)
19, 1:30 PM, Board Meeting
20, 3 PM, Mental Health Interest Group
Sloat Room, Atrium (see page 4)

Our Mission
The League ofWomenVoters, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages the
informed and active participation in
government, works to increase
understanding of major public policy

JULY

issues, and influences public policy through

17, 1:30 PM, Board Retreat

The League summer office hours
Monday and Thursday
11 am to 1:30 pm

education and advocacy.

