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Helena Hill Weed serving three
day sentence for carrying banner, 'Governments derive their
just powers from the consent of
the governed.'

PAT HOCKEN , LWVLC PR ESI DENT

I have just returned from the biennial national convention of the
League of Women Voters of the
United States. I attended as a
delegate of the League of Women
Voters of Lane County. Barbara
French, Voters Service Co-chair,
was our other local delegate at
the meeting in Atlanta, Georgia.
Our detailed reports on the convention appear elsewhere in this
ARGUS. Elleen Levy, who was in
Atlanta with husband Louie visiting relatives, also attended as an
observer for one day.
A central theme of the convention
was the celebration of the 90th
anniversary of the 19th Amendment and the League. We need to
be reminded often of the sacrifices made by the courageous
women who endured jail, beatings, and hunger strikes in the
fight to obtain the right to vote for
all women in this country. Unfortunately, none of those heroines
are still alive to tell us their stories in person.
However, the convention did have
the opportunity to hear briefly
from a leader in the struggle for
African-Americans to achieve the
voting rights they were granted by
the 14th and 15th amendments.
They were often barred from exer-

John Lewis

cising these rights until almost a
century later with the passage of
the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
One of the dignitaries welcoming
us to town was U.S. Representative John Lewis, whose district
includes Atlanta and parts of surrounding counties.
Two asides before I refresh your
memory about the congressman’s
biography. First, there was bitter
disappointment in the women’s
suffrage movement after the Civil
War when former slaves but not
women received voting rights.
Women had to wait 50 more
years. Secondly, another person
welcoming the convention delegates was a young professional
African-American man, who is the
president of the League of
Women Voters of Georgia.
Representative Lewis began his
activism at the age of 20 by organizing sit-in demonstrations at
segregated lunch counters in
Nashville in 1960 and participating in the 1961 Freedom Rides
which challenged segregation at
interstate bus terminals. From
1963 to 1966 he was chairman
of the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and
coordinated efforts to organize
voter registration drives and com-

munity action programs in Mississippi. He was one of the leaders of
the Spring 1965 march from Selma
to Montgomery in support of voting
rights. The event was dubbed
“Bloody Sunday” when the peaceful
protesters were brutally attacked by
Alabama state troopers. His website
reports that during those turbulent
years, he experienced more than 40
arrests, physical attacks, and serious injuries.
After leaving SNCC in 1966, he continued his leadership in the voter
registration efforts, ultimately directing the Voter Education Project,
which added nearly four million
minorities to the voter rolls. He has
served in Congress since 1986.
It is important that we have suffragettes and civil rights activists to
inspire us to continue the fight for
voting rights. There are still attempts today to disenfranchise voters through voter photo identification requirements and other strategies such as gerrymandering. The
2011 redistricting of congressional,
legislative, and other seats will challenge us to ensure that district
boundary lines are drawn to yield
fair representation for all citizens.
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REPORT ON LWVUS CONV ENTION
BY PAT HOCKEN
I found the recent convention of
the League of Women Voters of
the United States to be both exhilarating and exhausting. The
meeting was held over four days
in Atlanta, Georgia.
The business sessions were intense, but I was impressed with
the quality of the discussion, the
understanding of parliamentary
procedure, and the common
sense of the delegates. Just at
the point that it seemed all
the pro and con arguments
had been aired, one of the
delegates would make the
motion to cutoff debate and
vote on the matter and invariably the delegate body
would agree to do so. We considered program recommendations, concurrences with
amended statements of positions, resolutions, changes to
the by-laws, election of officers, and fiscal matters. Caucuses and workshops began as
early as 7:30 a.m. and ended as
late as 10 p.m. Networking and
meals were squeezed into any
non-scheduled time.
We elected the nominated slate
of officers, including new presi-

dent Elisabeth MacNamara
from Georgia, who succeeds
Mary Wilson from New Mexico,
who had led the LWVUS for four
years. Norman Turrill from Oregon was elected to a second
term as a director.

$29.70 for 2010-11 and
$30.00 for 2011-12. This will
increase the Lane County
League's expenses by about
$100 in the first year and $200
in the second year.

I attended workshops on
We adopted the 2010-11
streamlining the League, findbudget and the per member
ing League leaders, helpful
payment (PMP) assessments
hints for local League presipaid by local Leagues. However, dents, and website options. I
the cost estimates in the budget chose caucuses on sustainable
food and clean water supplies, the federal role in
education, and the energy/
climate change toolkit developed by the LWVUS task
force.
Eight former LWVUS presidents, some of whom
served before 1970, appeared in a panel discussion of League historical
highlights. What bright,
talented, committed, funny
Marge Easley, LWVOR President women!! The convention was
also addressed by Kathleen
assumed the adoption of one
Sebelius, U. S. Secretary of
new study, but the convention
Health and Human Services,
approved two new studies (one
who discussed the new federal
additional) without identifying
health care legislation.
the necessary revenue to supAll in all, an interesting, inforport it. The PMP will increase
mative, productive, fun event.
from this year's $29.20 to
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NEWBIE ATTENDS THE LWVUS CONVENTION
BARBARA FRENCH
Nothing like going to an organization’s
national convention to find out what’s
up! Thank you for sending ME! Let me
tell you what I encountered. For four
days I went to daily caucuses, workshops, plenary meetings, a dinearound, and the wares market where I
shopped for League paraphernalia or
listened to people lobby their ideas for
consideration at the plenary.
Then there were all the personal connections I made. Of course I got to
know the 12 members of our Oregon
delegation, and I met people from 44
other states and Washington, D.C. To
boot, Pat Hocken mentored me in the
ways of the League.
I learned and I learned and found myself filled with pride for what the
League stands for now and has for the
past 90 years. Let me share some of
the specifics of the actions I observed
and participated in:
ADOPTED PROGRAMS FOR 2010-12
The two-year studies that the Convention Plenary selected from the ideas
that local Leagues have studied, discussed and forwarded to the national
League Board:
Study Item #1: The Federal Government’s Role in Public Education
Study Item#2: Privatization of Government Services

CONCURRENCE
The Plenary voted to add these
amendments to our national positions.
• Marriage Equality: The following
language was added to the Equality of
Opportunity position: "The League of
Women Voters of the United States
supports equal rights for all under

state and federal law. LWVUS supports legislation to equalize the legal
rights, obligations, and benefits available to same-gender couples with
those available to heterosexual couples. LWVUS supports legislation to
permit same gender couples to marry
under civil law. The League believes
that the civil status of marriage is already clearly distinguished from the
religious institution of marriage and
that religious rights will be preserved."

the reduction of world tensions through
mediation of regional issues leading to
negotiated settlements, thus minimizing arms build-ups and the avoidance
of tension

• National Popular Vote Compact: The
following language was added to the
Selection of the President position:
"We support the use of the National
Popular Vote Compact as one acceptable way to achieve the goal of the
direct popular vote for election of the
president until the abolition of the
Electoral College is accomplished."

• Safe Drilling and Mining for Energy
Resources

• Updated Arms Control Position:
Several changes were made but basically it states that we support the following positions:
 U.S. leadership in global negotiations, reviews, and limitations on the
transfer or trade of all weapons
 Verification of international arms
controls, environmental protection
regarding all weapons of mass destruction as well as conventional
weapons that have residual effects
 Opposition to the proliferation of
nuclear weapons, technology and fissile materials to non-state actors or to
commonly held areas such as the
seabed or outer space, and the monitoring, accounting and control of such
transfers
The U.S. keeping lines of communication open globally and working for

RESOLUTIONS
(Member agreement on time-sensitive
action consistent with League positions.)
• Lift American Travel Restrictions to
Cuba

• Limitation of the Senate Use of the
Filibuster
• SARAT (Security, Accuracy, Re-countability, Accessibility Today) in Voting
Should Also Include Transparency,
• Medicare for All - advocates publicly
funded, privately delivered national
health care for everyone. “We’re not
done yet.”
• Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill Accountability
WORKSHOPS: There were about 18 of
these, all having to do with running
local Leagues and relating to the community. I went to a couple about putting
information on our website and other
ways to get the word out.
CAUCUSES: These were passionate
meetings where League members told
why they think the League ought to
stand behind certain positions, hoping
that they would be adopted by the plenary.
So that gives you some idea of what the
NEWBIE experienced. I certainly appreciate being able to represent you for our
League.
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BY KAPPY EATON

State Issues
Fiscal Policy: The phrase
“living lives in quiet despair”
has been haunting me as the
July 1 state budget cuts deadline approaches. The $577
million revenue shortfall for
the remaining 12 months of
the 2009-11 biennia, which
sets in motion the 9% state
agency reductions, will cause
the loss of critical services to
vulnerable citizens. Because
they constitute such a large
percentage of the state’s General Fund, the areas of Education ($258,945,297), Human
Services ($158,260,778) and
Public Safety ($51,800,680)
also have the highest cuts.
These impact children, seniors and disabled, community
corrections, state police, elementary and higher ed students, etc. – many of whom
are invisible to most of us. The
size of the deficit has made it
impossible to spare programs
that were previously protected
such as home help for the
elderly and further shortening
of the school year as well as
teacher layoffs.
The September revenue forecast is scheduled for announcement on August 26.
Although there has been a
slight increase in employment,
no significant increase in
state revenue is expected.
Should more federal stimulus
funds become available, some
of the services losses may be
lessened, but such assistance
is not predictable.

Interim Committees: The
legislative Interim committees met May 24-26 to discuss the impacts of certain
2009 legislative decisions,
but also the issues expected
for the 2011 session. Of necessity, the Senate and
House Revenue committees
looked at ways to increase
funds such as through the
Business Energy tax Credits
program, and a process for
reviewing and sunsetting
some of the $27 billion in tax
credits awarded each biennia. There was no mention of
Kicker law revision, although
we expect it to be on the
2011 agenda. The Rules
committees discussed the
redistricting process and
providing for the 2011 redistricting plan, implementation
of ethics reforms, as well as
possible election and initiative reform measures. In the
land use area, there was
continued discussion about
destination resorts and the
Metolius basin, and environmentally, amendments to the
Bottle bill are under consideration.
The committees will meet
September 21-23 to determine the issues to be drafted
into possible legislation for
2011, and again December
14-16 for review of drafts.
The 2011 session will be
convened January 10, as
required by the Constitution
(second Monday in January,
uneven years). Members will

organize committees, etc.,
but no floor sessions will be
held until February 1.
2010 Initiatives and Initiative
Reform: As of this writing, the
July 2 deadline for filing initiative petitions for the 2010
General Election ballot is a
week away. Of the 83 petitions originally filed, only 3
are essentially assured of
having the necessary number
of valid signatures. These
include (1) minimum sentences for certain sex offenders and mandatory sentences for DUIs; (2) dispensaries for medical marijuana;
and (3) continuing the 15%
lottery allocation for parks,
clean water and wildlife protection. Of these, the League
has a position regarding
parks and would consider the
sentencing proposal because
its effect on General Fund
revenue allocations. The
three others which might
make it include a constitutional amendment to allow a
casino in Multnomah County,
the statute requirements for
such an amendment, and
having a five member, retired
circuit judge panel prepare
the redistricting plan every
10 years. Of the three proposals referred by the Legislature, annual legislative
sessions is the only one on
which the League has a position. Any League decision to
support, oppose or remain
neutral on the qualified initia(Continued on page 5)
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VOTER SERVICES
BARBARA FRENCH & SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN, CO-CHAIRS
The Eugene Celebration is
scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday, August 28 and 29.
The LWVLC has submitted an
application to host a booth on
the causeway, as it has in past
years, and to provide voter
materials and information to
participants in the Celebration
activities. This activity is a

ACTION CONTINUED
tives and the three measures
referred by the Legislature,
will be made by the State
Board after recommendations are made by the Action
Team in August.
The major reforms to the
Oregon initiative process
made in 2007 appear to be
working well. With 1000 initial signatures required to
obtain a ballot title (instead
of 25), the impulse to “ballot
title shop” essentially has
been stopped, resulting in a
50% drop in the current cycle
(166 in 2008). We support
direct democracy, but we
believe in its initial purpose
which was to bring issues to
voters when the Legislature
did or would not act in the
public interest. Our system
has increasingly become a
tool for issues not related to
the initiative mission. The
regulations regarding paid
petitioners are helping to
prevent fraud, but others are
needed. The League is part of

good opportunity to showcase
the LWVLC and provide valuable information to Lane
County citizens; I hope you can
join the Voter Services Committee in supporting this activity.
The tentative hours for the
booth are Saturday 11 am to

7 pm and Sunday 11 am to 5
pm. Two volunteers are
needed for each two-hour
shift during those hours. If
you can help staff the booth
for a shift (or longer if you
want), please contact Fran
Boehner at franb@oip.net or
call her at 541-942-8204.

a group seeking additional
reforms, continuing from
2009. We would like to see in
the ballot title itself, any impact on General Fund (GF)
allocations, for example.
Since 1990, passed initiatives have created a 50%
burden on the GF, reducing
what is available for education, human services and
public safety. Other possibilities for change include raising the number of signatures
for any measure with a fiscal
impact and also having a
sunset component for those.

gional Area Transportation
Commission (ACT), now mandated by state law. As reported
earlier, a draft set of bylaws
has been written for Lane BCC
approval and final action. Lane
and Multnomah counties are
the only ones not having a regional body. The bylaws are
sent to the Oregon Transportation Commission for their approval. The OTC oversees the
operations of the regional
ACTS. More information as to
the responsibilities and possible action of the Lane ACT will
be coming in September.

Government Efficiency Task
Force: The GETF will meet
July 14 to consider the final
recommendations from the
four subcommittees for the
report to the 2011 Legislature. These are in the areas
of elections and human services.

We continue to monitor the
West 11th corridor transportation discussion; there apparently are no easy solutions. Also
continuing are the concerns
about the future of the Willamette River to Ridges Vision,
a vulnerable City Hall, and
downtown development. On the
table is the City Council’s proposal for the downtown urban
renewal district and the building of the LCC student center
and housing.

Local Issues
The LWVLC Action committee
has been following the proposal for a Lane County re-

Action Committee:
NO JULY MEETING
UNLESS LOCAL BALLOT
MEASURE(S).
At the August meeting
we will formulate
questions for Eugene
Celebration Straw
Ballot.
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Join hosts Oregon Encyclopedia and
McMenamins at an Oregon Woman Suffrage
History Night as we celebrate a CENTURY
OF ACTION!
Tuesday, July 20, 2010 5:30-8:30 pm
(Program begins at 7:00 pm)
McMenamins Cornelius Pass Roadhouse
4045 N.W. Cornelius Pass Road, Hillsboro
Come learn about Oregon women's long struggle to gain the right to vote through word and
song. The evening’s program features historian
Kimberly Jensen and the Suffrage Players.
Test your knowledge of Oregon history as we toast women’s rights with a Harvey Scott Wallbanger, an Abigail Stout Duniway or,
for the temperance supporters, and a Simon Benson Bubbler Root Beer.
Donations will support Century of Action, Oregon Women Vote, 1912-2012 so bring a checkbook or donate online at one of our
Votes for Women voting booths
More details soon at www.oregonsuffrage.org
Follow us on twitter.com/centuryofaction or RSVP our Facebook page, Century of Action

TOWN HALL MEETINGS
Representative Phil Barnhart
has scheduled the following
Town Hall meetings in July. The
meetings are free and open to
the public.
July 14th:
Business Resources Summit
In order to jumpstart our economy we have to give local businesses a boost. In February the
legislature did just that, passing
bills like BOOST (Building Opportunities in Oregon for Small
Business Today). Come find out
more about that bill and other
resources available for businesses and emerging entrepre-

neurs. Let's Get Oregon Back to
Work! Rep. Phil Barnhart has
an All-Star panel including John
Saris and Bob Warren – Business Oregon, Jack Roberts –
Lane Metro Partnership, Dan
Betschart – Lane Council of
Governments, Jim Lindly – LCC
Small Business Development
Center, Caroline Cummings –
Oregon Entrepreneurs Network
and Smart-ups, and Shawn
Winkler-Rios – eDev.
9 am on July 14th at the Lane
Community College 4000 East
30th Avenue, Meeting and
Learning Center, Building 19,
Room 102, Eugene

July 31st:
Holding Wall Street Accountable
Wall Street big banks and financial companies have corrupted
our economic and political systems and taken advantage of
hard working people. Join Rep.
Phil Barnhart to discuss how we
can support our local communities and reinstate regulations to
protect "we the people".
10 am on July 31st at the
Creswell Community Center
99 South 1st, Creswell
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SUMMERTIME IS TIME TO READ

Our summer was late arriving
this year, but now that the
local strawberries are showing up around town, we know
it has finally arrived. It is time
to take a "breather" from so
many meetings and other
things that occupy our time
during the year. One of our
summer pleasures is more
time to relax and read those

books we've been wanting to
read. The League's used
book fund raiser will be continuing throughout the summer, so when you finish reading those books, remember
to bring them to the office
and leave them in the blue
box near the copy machine. If
you have a lot of books to
donate, or you cannot get
them to the office, please
give us a call. We will be
happy to pick them up at your
home.

sales for the month
amounted to $27. This brings
the grand total for the year
July 1, 2009 through June
30, 2010 to $1,816.50.
Thank you to all who have
remembered the League and
contributed your books. This
fund raiser could not succeed
without your help!

Elleen and Louie Levy
541-343-7592

We were out of town during a
lot of this past month, but we
plan to be at home for the
rest of the summer. The

Phyllis Montgomery
LWVLC President 1951

Thanks to our
2010 Directory
Advertisers

Lane Forest Products
Mortier Engineering
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Unique Properties
Long's Meat Market
Dr. Mathews Dental
Group
Studio d - Hair salon

PLEASE GIVE
THIS TO A FRIEND

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LANE COUNTY

Membership Form
As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LW LC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).
Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401



Individual

$60



Household (Two people at the same address)

$90



Student

$20



Individual (after February 1)

$30

Name

Address

Phone

Email (for League use only)

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
EUGENE, OR
PERMIT 223

LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS LANE COUNTY
338 West 11th Ave., Suite #101
Eugene, OR 97401
Phone: 541-343-7917
league@lwvlc.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

JULY
4, Independence Day
5, LWVLC Office closed
12, 10:30 am, Membership committee, League office
21, noon - 4 pm, LWVLC Board meeting at Kappy Eaton's home.

AUGUST

Save the Date!
September 22
Fall Luncheon with
Oregon Attorney General

18, 3 - 5 pm LWVLC Board meeting, League office
28-29, Eugene celebration
Next ARGUS comes out end of August

Between Memorial Day and Labor Day the League office is open
Mondays and Wednesdays, 11am to 1:30pm

John Kroger

influences public policy through education and advocacy.

CALENDAR

Our Mission
The League ofWomenVoters, a nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and
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