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Many of us were sorely disappointed when federal healthcare
legislation suffered what appeared to be a mortal blow after
the recent Massachusetts Senatorial election. We wonder if President Obama will be able to resuscitate healthcare reform by finding areas of agreement or compromise at his summit with congressional leaders. Will the
League and other supporters of
reform be able to convince the
public and elected representatives of the critical need for such
action?
I read an article in the Los Angeles Times in January about President Harry Truman’s attempt in
1946 to get Congress to approve
a healthcare plan that was de-

feated amidst cries of
“socialism.” Two years later, when
Truman was running for reelection as a underdog expected
to receive only 30% of the vote,
he spoke passionately at every
opportunity about national health
insurance and scorched the medical lobbies and their congressional paIs. He won the election,
but his continuing efforts never
yielded the reform he sought.
Fifteen years later, when Medicare was passed by Congress,
President Lyndon Johnson flew to
Missouri to sign the bill in front of
President Truman. Johnson insisted that without Truman there
would have been no Medicare. He
praised the former president for
having “the courage to stake (his)

reputation ...and the effort of a lifetime upon a cause.”
The author of the article used this
vignette to urge supporters of
healthcare reform to craft a coherent, compelling, easily understood
vision and to articulate it emphatically at every opportunity. He argued
that merely reacting to the “story” of
opponents is ineffectual. Will an
improved message and additional
energy yield results in 2010? We
shall see.
March units focus on health care in
Oregon and the state’s efforts to
provide access for more Oregonians. Mentioned below are some of
Oregon’s strategies. Most are described more fully in the March
(Continued on page 2)

THIRD THURSDAY
ENSURING WOMEN’S
COMPREHENSIVE
ACCESS TO
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
CARE IN OREGON
March 18
Malllard Hall
725 West 1st Street,
Eugene
11:45 am
Lunch optional
$10 (includes tip)

T HI RD T HU R S DAY
Even though we have a pro-choice environment in Oregon, half of Oregon
women who need reproductive health
services do not have access to them.
That’s why a program to increase that
access is the subject of our next Third
Thursday.
Our speaker will be

Michele Stranger Hunter,
Executive Director of NARAL,
Pro-Choice Oregon.

BY

NANCIE FADELEY

For those who wish to purchase
lunch, a buffet is spread at 11:45 am
the program begins at 12:15 pm.
Call the League office,
541-343-7917, or e-mail us at
league@lwvlc.org for lunch reservations.
Reservations are an important help
to the Mallard as it prepares for our
Third Thursdays.
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UNIT S - OREGON HEALTH CARE 2010
ANNE MEHL, CHAIR
Monday, March 8

Wednesday, March 10

Friday, March 12

10 am – East Willamette #1
1761 Charnelton
(2 blocks west of Willamette)
H: Dixie Maurer-Clemons 541-343-3028
C: Emily Schue
541-344-7597

10 am – East Eugene #5
555 E. 15th Ave, (Central Presbyterian)
H: Stephanie Winsor
541-342-8243
C: Diana Grandberry
541-342-8402

9 am – Cascade Manor #9
65 W. 30th Ave. (Cascade View Room)
C: Lorraine Abbott
541-434-4107
Frank Carlton
541-434-4140

Tuesday, March 9
9:30 am – Coburg Road #3
2315 Rocky Lane
H: Jean Damon
541-686-2590
C: Punky Smith
541-343-0232

Noon - Cottage Grove /Creswell #8
Cottage Grove, LCC, Room 136
C: Dian Missar
541- 942-7676
4 pm – S.W Eugene #4
2365 W. 23 rd Avenue
H: Pat McDaniels
C: Sally Weston

541-343-4728
541-484-4404

UNI T TOPIC -HEALTH CA RE OREGON 2010
BY CHRIS DONAHUE, PROGRAM CO-CHAIR
March units are on healthcare in Oregon and Lane
County. While nationally little
progress was made, Oregon
stepped up to the plate with
changes that ultimately affect
us all.

Major legislation was passed
in 2009, and we look at how
Oregon is responding to the
heathcare crisis for the presently uninsured. We cover a
few of the many health issues: the Healthy Kids Plan,
new legislation about school

sexuality education, the
Death With Dignity Act, and
mental health services and
community health centers in
Lane County.
This is discussion and education unit only. See you there.

Everymember material.
The Oregon Health Plan continues to represent a fundamental shift in the way Medicaid benefits are allocated,
by rationing covered services
rather than covered clients.
The new Healthy Kids Plan
will provide coverage to 95%
of Oregon’s uninsured children. Oregon was one of 13
states that increased such
coverage in 2009 despite
generally tight state budgets.
The effort was greatly assisted by the expansion by
Congress in January 2009 of

the State Children’s Health
Insurance Program (S-CHIP).
This federal program was
created in 1997 to reduce the
number of uninsured children
by providing subsidized insurance to the working poor.
The state of Oregon created a
Prescription Drug Purchasing
Program which leverages the
buying power of state agencies, local governments, and
individuals lacking drug coverage to negotiate lower prescription prices. Savings for
uninsured individuals can be
as much as 40-60%
The Oregon Health Authority
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March UNIT BRIEFING
Tuesday March 2 - 3 pm
Atrium - Sloat Room
10th and Olive, Eugene

has begun its work of overseeing all the health-related
services that were formerly
delivered by the Department
of Human Services.
Unfortunately, these improvements have not fully
solved the problem of access
to medical care in Oregon,
partially due to funding limitations. Our national
“system” remains dysfunctional. Proponents of reform
still have much work to do.
Let’s see if we can find Harry
Truman’s commitment and
passion to continue the
struggle!!
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VOTER SERVICES
The League welcomed 27
new citizens at the naturalization ceremony on February
12 at the Federal Court
House, providing the new
citizens with voter registration material and information
about the League.
I’m pleased to announce that
Barbara French has agreed
to help co-chair the Voter
Services committee. She is a
welcome addition to the committee, and we look forward
to working with her on all the
Voter Service activities com-

- SUSAN TAVAKOLIAN, CHAIR

ing up this year.
We are preparing for the May
2010 primary. Four measures have been approved for
the Lane County ballot, and a
number of candidates have
declared for the following
positions in Lane County:
West Commissioner, Springfield Commissioner, East
Commissioner and Assessor.
The League plans to arrange
a forum where candidates
can present their views and
debate the issues facing

Lane County. Forums provide
valuable information to Lane
County citizens and help educate League members regarding the issues and the
candidates. Some candidates
will be elected to key governmental positions in Lane
County.
If you would like to be part of
our work in organizing candidate forums and researching
the measures, please contact
me at
susantavakolian@yahoo.com
or call me at 541-999-4197.

PROJECT HOMELESS CONNECT
FLO ALVERGUE, VOTER SERVICE COMMITTEE
Project Homeless Connect
will be held at the Lane
County Fairgrounds on Thursday, March

18th, from 9
am to 3 pm. If any members would like to help with
voter registration at the

event, please contact the
office or Flo Alvergue. This is
the fourth year for this impressive program. Clients can
receive help with housing,
medical care, social security,
veterans' benefits, and vet
care, and receive donations

of clothing and hot food plus
get free haircuts. LWVLC
members are needed for
shifts of two hours: 9 to 11,

11 to 1, and 1 to 3 pm.
Please call and give a couple
of hours to this very worthwhile event.

BRT, WEST EUGENE EMX, EVEN A TOUR
CAROL HILDEBRAND
The combination of a bus
tour, visit to LTD headquarters and a unit on BRT proved
to be a winner. The visit and
tour gave 55 members a
chance to hear an extensive
briefing, ride a regular bus on
various alternative routes for
the proposed West Eugene
EmX and ride one of the big
green Bus Rapid Transit vehicles. Not to mention enjoy

great refreshments. We appreciated LTD staff presentations and the informative
material they gave us- especially the maps. Great
weather helped too.
About the same number attended unit meetings in February, including 4 guests.
Most of us thought EugeneSpringfield is not entirely
ready to get out of our cars,

but it's important to plan
ahead. Increased traffic,
more awareness of air quality
and more expensive gas will
eventually change many
minds. All groups agreed that
LWVLC should stay informed
and involved, participating in
the public comment and public information processes .
The Cottage Grove unit invited a staff member from

South Lane Wheels to explain
bus/van transportation in the
Cottage Grove and Creswell
areas. Their meeting was
attended by a reporter from
the local paper, who seemed
very interested in League and
transportation issues.
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BY KAPPY EATON

Despite an economic forecast of another $100 million
short fall in projected revenue for the 2009-11 budget,
the passage of the increased
income tax measures caused
a positive atmosphere during
the February Special Session
of the Legislature. The policy,
rules and revenue committees have been hard at work
with some fixes for bills
passed in the2009 session
and dealing with energy tax
credits, ethics, water, social
programs, and election
changes, among others.
What they refused to deal
with was the opportunity to
revise the kicker law.
A proposal to revise the
kicker law and provide revenue for an emergency reserve fund was put forth by
the Governor and the chairs
of the Senate and
Housed Revenue committees. It was endorsed by
members of the Revenue
Coalition of which the League
and many other organizations
are members. It was a constitutional amendment to be
voted on at the November
General Election so a special
election would not be necessary. The measure would,
when there was surplus tax
revenues for individual and
corporate tax payers above
the 2% revenue projection for
the biennium, put 50% of the
surplus into the reserve fund
and send 50% back to the
taxpayers. Legislative leader-

ship (Senate and House
President and Speaker and
caucus leaders), said there
wasn’t time to educate voters
by November.
Polling showed that voters
were well aware of the consequences of an inadequate
reserve fund and more than
a majority favored revision of
the kicker. It appears that the
real reason for not taking
advantage of the opportunity
was the lack of funding to
conduct the campaign for
passage of the amendment.
The groups and individuals
who worked so hard and paid
the costs of the Measure 66
and 67 measures indicated
they could not bankroll another effort at the moment.
So “for want of a horse, the
kingdom was lost”. At the
LWVOR celebration of the
League’s 90th birthday, Governor Kulongowski presented
a Proclamation to Marge
Easley, LWVOR President,
recognizing February 19 as
League Day and challenging
the League to work with him
in educating the public about
the kicker and getting revision passed. He was enthusiastically assured that we
would do so.
The Legislature is burning the
midnight oil literally and
working Saturdays to get
their session over before the
February deadline. There is
often only a one hour notice
of committee hearings and
both members and lobbyists

are scrambling to keep up
with the frenzy of bills,
amendments and floor action. Because the chambers
and committees are still going as this Argus is being
printed, the measures below
are a summary of those we
expect to pass on which the
state Action Team has been
working. Most of us have
spent at least four days a
week in Salem since February 1 as well as listening at
home to audio /visual committee hearings and checking
our emails to follow agenda
changes.

Governance:
Fiscal Policy – It is expected
that the budgeted supplemental K-12 $200 million will
be reduced to $130 million
with the remainder being
used to fill the revenue gap
and address other problems
needing rebalancing. Further
use of the Rainy Day Fund
will cause it to be almost
empty by the end of the biennium.
The Business Energy Tax
Credit (BETC) is being revised
to cut the tremendous outpouring of funding to new
green energy projects, require more accountability
and set additional standards
for certification. Other energy
tax credits will sunset by
2014, a change from 2012.
The Ways and Means revised
2009-11 Budget will be voter
on and released at the end of
session. The bill to reconnect

the Oregon Tax code to the
Federal Code as of December
31, 2009 has several interesting amendments such as
requiring that initiative containing expenditures must
give the source of funding.

Elections – an omnibus
elections revision measure
lays out the regulations for
the new electronic voter registration system to be used
for the May Primary, sets
higher penalties for candidate misconduct, requires
review for the 2011 legislative session by the Secretary
of State on the system for
cross nominating (fusion)
during local elections, and
clarifies for use of fax ballot
returns by overseas voters.

Ethics – Following the lead
of the ban on legislators regarding employment as lobbyists until after the next
legislative session after retirement as a legislator, a
new law would ban retiring
legislators from being employed in a state administrative job for one year and set
up other requirements such
as advertising for the job and
no work with the legislature.

Annual sessions of the
Legislature – a constitutional amendment will be
forwarded for a vote in November which provides for a
session of 135 days in the
odd numbered years and one
of 45 days in the even(Continued on page 5)
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ACTION CONTINUED
numbered years. This follows
the traditional policy of 180
days for the single biennial
meeting. A five day extension
is allowed with a 2/3 vote
necessary.

time, provides for going ahead
of the Junction City prison by
2015.

gas drilling will pass with a 10
year moratorium rather than a
total ban.

Higher Education – a bill to

Other – the ban on baby bottles and sippy cups containing
BpA failed in the Senate, 15-15.

– a bill to ban pass-throughs
from one political or candidate’s committee to other
campaigns was heard, but
not expected to pass.

allow public higher education
schools to use the state’s
bonded indebtedness and requiring a constitutional referral
is likely to pass and be on the
November ballot. At last reading there were amendments so
nothing is final.

Social Policy:

Natural Resources

Women’s issues – the ban-

Water – there will be a task
force created regarding navigability and hydro licenses regulations is expected to pass. The
long-standing battle regarding
the Klamath basin has been
resolved thanks to cooperation
among all the stakeholders,
including the Calif. Governor
and the U.S. Secretary of the
Interior

Campaign Finance Reform

ning of human trafficking bill
appears to have enough
votes to pass as does the bill
declaring May Maternal
Health Month.

Health care – Ways and
Means will decide the fate of
rural health loans and funding for foster children. Other
bills being considered include
a health insurance high risk
pool, discounted rates for
electronic records by small
employer groups/individuals.

Recycling – a ban on plastic
bags will not move forward this
session because of industry
and grocery concerns

Human Services – the bill

Land use – items under dis-

regarding Safe Families will
probably pass and the brain
injury task force also. Measure 57 Coalition bill to revise
the way prisoners will be let
out early extends earned

cussion are allowing guest
ranches near important federal
lands and further discussion on
destination resorts, green
house gasses, and wineries.

Coastal – the ban on oil and

Primary Election is May 18. The
LWVOR Action Team and the
State Board have formulated
questions for congressional,
judicial and statewide candidates to be published in the
Primary Voters’ Guide. Our Action Committee will help the
Voters Service committee develop questions for local candidates if appropriate.
The LWVLC Action committee
has not met this month, but will
resume meeting on March 3 at
9:30 in the League office. Issues for discussion include
downtown development, transportation, public safety (CAPS
involvement), city and county
budgets (save the dwindling fed
dollars or use for jail beds?)

LWVLC Action
Committee will
meet March 3,
9:30 am, in the
League office.
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ANNUAL MEETING ANNOUNCED
The annual meeting of the
League of Women Voters of
Lane County will be held Saturday morning April

24 at
the Eugene Garden
Clubhouse. This general
meeting is our annual convention at which members
elect officers and board
members, adopt a budget,
and adopt program for the

next year. The agenda includes a treasurer's report
and an opportunity to give
direction to the board as well.
This year there will also be
consideration of some bylaws amendments.
The meeting, which will begin
with a potluck continental
breakfast, is a nice time to
visit with other league mem-

bers, especially those who
don't attend your unit. the
brunch will start at 9 am and
the business meeting at 9:30
am. The meeting will conclude at noon.
Full information, including
the Annual Meeting Workbook, will accompany the
April ARGUS. Plan now to
attend.

Pat Hocken

HIGH TEA AT SHELTON -MCMURPHY HOUSE
BY SUE MILLER-WIELESEK
Have high tea with some
famous ladies at the SheltonMcMurphy house! Pull out
your appointment books, Day
Planners, and Hallmark calendars! On Saturday, April
10th, at the SheltonMcMurphy house, from 2-4,
the League Membership
Committee is sponsoring a
social event, for fun! Well,
mostly for fun.
The business part first….
Board members will make
brief presentations to let you
know what tasks they need

help with. Additionally, the
membership committee
wants to make sure we have
a list of members who need
transportation to meetings
and events. We also want to
know what kind of League
tasks you would find engaging.
And now for the fun! We will
have a wonderful half hour
presentation by Kay Huston
speaking as Abigail Adams.
She expects to present a new
program about Abigail, who
surely would have been a

League member had the
League existed then.
And don’t forget the best
part, which is eating and
visiting. The SheltonMcMurphy house is charming
and a delightful environment
to foster conversation. We
want to make sure our newer
members have a chance to
get to know established
League members.

High Tea
Saturday
April 10th
2 to 4 pm
Shelton-McMurphy
House

Please feel free to invite
guests! More information in
the next newsletter.

There is a big hole in the nominating committee’s slate of officers and directors to be voted on at annual
meeting next month. We have not yet been able to find members willing to serve as program co-chairs. If
you would like more information about what the positions entail, please let us know. Units have traditionally
been considered the heart of the League, but they depend on strong program development to be successful. If you would be interested in a smaller chunk of the job, we also would like to hear from you. Many
hands, we know, make light work, and having willing helpers might make it easier for us to recruit the leadership we need.
Sue Boyd, Nominating Committee Chair
541-688-6100 jimboyd15@comcast.net
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WHAT THE HEALTH?!
What the Health?!
film & forum series presents
UNNATURAL CAUSES
A film that asks: is inequality
making us sick?
Tuesday, March 9, 6:00
Eugene Public Library,
FREE
Facilitated discussion will
follow.

explores the connections between health and key socioeconomic factors. According to
USA Today, this "riveting" film
explains "why your bank account, race, and zip code are
more powerful predictors of
healthiness than your medical
coverage, habits and genes."
The What the Health?! film
and forum series is presented
by the Lane Coalition for
Healthy Active Youth, with

Through compelling real-life
stories, "Unnatural Causes"

support from Community
Health Priorities, a project of
the Northwest Health Foundation. This event is co-sponsored
by Eugene Public Library, with
support from the Friends of the
Library and the Eugene Public
Library Foundation.
For more information, contact
Eugene Public Library:
541-682-5450 or
www.eugene-or.gov/library.

Celebrating Women’s History
Across the Generations and throughout the world
Monday, March 1, 2010, 1:30 PM
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute of the University of Oregon
975 High Street (at Tenth) Eugene
Event is open to the public – No charge for admission
Honoring March as Women’s History Month
Ten OLLI women and men will present a picturesque, thoughtful program of music, multimedia, and spirited narrative that honors the accomplishments and peace seeking
missions of women throughout the world; and chronicles the

History of Women in America

C YNT H IA PAP PAS NEW MEMBER PROFILE BY FLO ALVERGUE
A new member to LWVLC is
Cynthia Pappas. Many members may know Cynthia
through her work as Director
of Planned Parenthood of
Eugene. She worked previously in planning and community development at Lane
Council of Government for
four years and was at the City
of Springfield for 20 years,
most recently as Assistant
City Manager.
Cynthia grew up in southern

California and moved to Oregon to attend graduate
school at UO. She holds a
masters in Urban Planning
from UO and BA degrees in
both Environmental Studies
and geography from UC
Santa Barbara. She joined
the League because of her
passion for good governance
and civil debate. As she says,
"When our elected and appointed officials are well informed our system of local

government can work well.
It's important to me to be a
contributor to that." She respects long time League
members and "it seemed like
getting involved was a smart
thing to do!"
Increasing voter turnout is a
particular interest for Cynthia.
When she traveled to Greece
to connect with her Greek
family, her trip coincided with
election day. In order to obtain and renew a passport,

Greek citizens are required to
show that they have voted
and she considers that an
"excellent practice!" Aside
from her busy professional
life, Cynthia finds time for
travel, birding, scuba diving,
vegetable gardening, reading
and travel with her husband
to explore culture and food of
other countries.
Welcome to the LWVLC, Cynthia!
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS - 90 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
LWV LANE COUNTY CELEBRATION

Nancy Fadeley and former Oregon Governor Barbara Roberts

Gov. Roberts and Phyllis Loobey

Lane County League presidents
From left to right in front row: Karen Rikhoff, Kappy Eaton, Ruth Miller, Jeanne Armstrong, Esther Rabchuk
Back row: Nancie Fadeley, Joyce Benjamen, Pat Hocken, Janet Calvert, Mary Sherriffs, Sue Boyd, Sally Weston

Governor Roberts reading from her
memoir to be published 2011.
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TIME FOR SPRING CLEANING
As you have probably noticed,
daffodils and fruit trees are
blooming. Springtime is almost here, and that means it
is time to do our spring cleaning. When you start cleaning
your book shelves, remember
the League of Women Voters
used book sale. Those books
you have already read can be

turned into money for the
League. Just leave them in
the blue box at the office, or
give us a call. We're happy to
pick them up at your home.
Thanks to your contributions
of books, profits for the past
month are still higher than
usual. Sales have brought in
$348.00. The total since July

1, 2009 is $1,623.00. This
has been possible because
you have remembered our
fund raiser. Enjoy the approaching springtime and
keep up the good work!
Thank you.

Elleen and Louie Levy
541-343-7592

LOOKING BACK AT
LWV LANE COUNT Y

GENEVIEVE TURNIPSEED
LWVLC FIRST PRESIDENT - 1939

Thanks to our
2010 Directory
Advertisers

Lane Forest Products
Mortier Engineering
Baker Bay Bead Co.
Unique Properties
Long's Meat Market
Dr. Mathews Dental
Group
Studio d - Hair salon

PLEASE GIVE
THIS TO A FRIEND

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS LANE COUNTY

Membership Form
As a member of the League,
you will receive the monthly
newsletter from LW LC
(Argus), which has information about our monthly and
unit meetings, and the quarterly newsletter from the
Oregon League (Voter).
Mail the form and check
payable to LWVLC to:
LWVLC
338 West 11th Ave, Suite 101
Eugene, OR 97401



Individual

$60



Household (Two people at the same address)

$90



Student

$20



Individual (after February 1)

$30

Name

Address

Phone

Email (for League use only)

NON-PROFIT ORG.
US POSTAGE PAID
EUGENE, OR
PERMIT 223

LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS LANE COUNTY
338 West 11th Ave., Suite #101
Eugene, OR 97401
Phone: 541-343-7917
league@lwvlc.org

MARCH
1 - 1:30 pm - Celebrating Women in America - see page 7
2 - 2 pm - Voter Service
2 - 3 pm - Unit briefing - page 2
3 - 9:30 am - Action
8 - 12 - Units - page 2
16 - 10:30 am - Membership
17 - 3 pm - Board meeting
18 - 11:45 am - Third Thursday at Mallard Banquet Hall

SAVE THE DATE
April 22, 1 to 3 PM
Instead of unit meetings in April,
there will be a field trip to Buford
Park and Mt. Pisgah Arboretum.
There will be presentations and
guided walks. More details in the
next month’s Argus.

influences public policy through education and advocacy.

CALENDAR

Our Mission
The League ofWomenVoters, a nonpartisan political organization,
encourages the informed and active participation in government,
works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

